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Leptospirosis is one of the most important bacterial zoonoses of great impact in animal and
public health worldwide. Its infectious agent is Leptospira spp., which possess pathogenic and
nonpathogenic species, currently with 13 pathogenic species described and more than 260
serovars. Lots of mammals are susceptible to contract the disease and to spread it in the
environment, such as the horses, in which the equine recurrent uveitis is one of the most
common manifestations of the disease; besides abortion, stillbirth and other reproductive
problems. Some studies in Brazil describe the prevalence of equine leptospirosis of 18%
(128/714), 48% (132/276) and 67% (214/320); having Icterohaemorrhagiae, Canicola,
Castellonis and Copenhageni as the predominant serovars. We evaluated 30 samples from
horses captured on public roads in the city of Bauru, Sao Paulo, Brazil; with the
Microaglutination test (MAT) against 25 pathogenic and intermediate Leptospira serovars and 1
nonpathogenic. The purpose was to evaluate these horses as a potential disseminator of
Leptospira spp. to the environment, helping to spread the disease to other animals and humans.
From the 30 samples, 90% (27/30) were positive to at least one serovar tested. From the
positive animals, the most reagent were 70.37% (19/27) to serovar Shermani, 44.44% (12/27)
to serovar Whitcombi, 40.74% to serovar Australis and Bratislava and 33.33% (9/27) to serovar
Mini. The minimum agglutination tittle was 100 and the maximum was 400. The results show a
degree of exposure to other animals species and to the environment, presenting tittles against
serovars found in wild and domestic animals; and not having correlation to the previous studies
conducted in horses.With this analysis we affirm the presence of the disease in this animal
species (having some animals with tittles of 400) and show the horse, in this case the ones
found on public roads, as a potential disseminator of leptospirosis to the environment and,
subsequently to other animals and to humans.
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